RE-ESTABLISHMENT   OF  THE   EMPIRE
which, in its modern guise, produced the 'union of the throne
and altar.'
J t h e revival of learning
Charlemagne also made use of the clergy to revive the ancient
tradition of intellectual culture which had been allowed to lapse
under the Merovingians. He summoned to his court men of all
countries renowned for their learning, especially from England and
Italy. They revived the habit of reading Latin and composing
works and even poetry in Latin, Their works .strike us as childish
and empty, being for the most part imitations of the antique
written in the inflated, pretentious, and obscure Latin which was
in fashion at the close of the Empire. But they did revive the
habits necessary for the restoration of learning.
The basis of this restoration was the reform of writing, which
had become formless and illegible. Taking anrient handwritings
as their model, scholars invented the splendidly legible and regular
Carolingian minuscule script, which was rapidly adopted through-
out the whole Empire and was perpetuated in the fifteenth cen-
tury under the form of the printed alphabet, The works of the
writers of antiquity, written on parchment books, had become
very rare, and many of them were even lost. Charlemagne had
a search made for such of them as had survived, and caused them
to be borrowed and copied, the abbeys following his example,
Thus libraries of manuscripts were formed in certain convents and
churches, and almost all the Latin authors have been preserved
for us through copies written from the ninth century onwards.
Schools were set up in many abbeys and in most of the cathedral
churches (that is, such as were the seat, cathedra, of a bishop), in
order to teach the clergy the Latin and music necesnary for the
celebration of worship. The teaching given in them followed the
methods of the schools of the fourth century; it consisted mainly
in grammar and rhetoric, and the authors most studied were
those of the sixth century, Boethius and Cassiodorus, This was
supplemented by instruction in the singing of church music and
in a little astronomy - enough to calculate the date of Easter,
Thus the tradition of the Latin of the decadent period in fashion
under the later Roman Empire was preserved among the clergy.

